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DAY or two after the announcement
A that President Harding had invited

the leading Powers to take part in
& conference at Washington on disarma-
ment and Far Bastern problems, I had an
interview with a Japanese gentleman who,
without holding official status, is in close
touch with the Tokio Government and with
Japanese politics in general. To my ques-
tion as to what he thought of the Amer-
fcan move, he replied, in substance:

“We Japanese would welcome any prac-
tical step toward the reduction of arma-
ments which impose such a derious burden
on the nations. Japan, in fact, would be
the very.last country to oppose such a
step, because her armaments are essen-
tially defensive in character. We assume,
however, that the American Government
recognizes the absolute necessit to Japan
of completing her ‘eight-eight’ programme,
which represents the minimum standard
of naval strength consistent with the
pafety of the Empire, 1 feel sure that the
Impei ial authorities would not consent to
discuss a revision of this programme,
which, after years of effort, has at length
been embodied in the statute book. But
with this reservation we shall go to the
conference  sincerely desirous of helping
to achieve the noble ideals that the Amer-
fean President has enunclated.”

If my informant's remarks faithfully re-
flect the official Japanese vie -, it is not
altogether clear what basis can he found
for restricting naval armaments in the
Pacifie, for the Japanese “eight-eight” pro-
gramme Is the dominating factor of the
whole situation,

What Japan Says Officially
About the Eight-Eight Idea

The inceptlon and significance of this
programme are explained in the following
official statement, which has been communi.
cated to me direct from the Japanese Navy
Department;

“It was after the Chino-Japanese
war, but before the war with Hussia,
that the Imperial Japanese Navy re.
alized the necessity of possessing two
squadrons, and adopted a naval pnlir}
to that effect as being the irreducible
minimum for the defence of the Ial-
and Empire. At the time of the war
with Russia, Japan was In possession
of two squadrons, each conslsting of six
capital ships, |. ., six battleships and six
armored cruisers, From the experience
gained in that war, the Japanese Navy
decided to have two squadrons, each
comprising eight capital ships, and laid
down the plan for organiging the so-
called C‘elght-eight’ squadrons, each
ghip bheing less, than elght veara old
from the date of completion,

Just at that moment, however, there
oceurred a farreaching evolution In the
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from its 14-inch main battery.

Phis most unusual naval photograph shows a battleship division
steaming in column formation “somewhere in the Atlantic.” The camera
man on No. 1 has snapped vessel No. 2z at the instant of firing a salvo
Our later superdreadnoughts (and
Japan's) will carry even heavier weapons, twelve 16-inch guns each.

could be given to show that the people of
Japan belleve, rightly or wrongly, that a
naval competition does exist between their
country and the United States, and it is in
this fact that we find a clue to the reported
development of anti-American sentiment in
Japan,

Taxation in that country is now extreme.
Iy heavy, ag well it may be, considering that
47 per vent, of the total revenue is de

design of capital ships, pought. This voured by the War Office and the Navy De.
pearance of the dreadf aking all pre- partment, The people are taught by their
event had the result of s, and Japan newsm;,pern to regard the United States ag

. the chief cause of this crushing taxation.
dreadnought ahips_olmolet .-t “If"—so0 runs the argument—"the Ameri-
was, therefore, confrontel een dread- cans were not plling up naval armaments
necesity of bhilding stx fons, how- with the object of gaining the mastery of
noughts, The financial cond j of this _ the Pacific, there wounld be no occasion
ever, rendered the execut vy, for for Japan to waste her substance on bat
scheme most difficult, and th tv:l::: tleships. But, as things are, she {8 com-

the time being, had to be co
a bullding programme of
fourteen capital ships; but the
aim of putting into commissf
battleships and eight battle
was repeatedly announced {
Houses of Parliament,

The 1920-28 naval programn
sanctioned by the Imperial D!
July, 1920, and when the previou
current schemes are completed
will be in possession of a main b
fleet comprising sixteen capital s
This will be at the end of Marei, 1928,
The following tables show the number
of vessels of each type for which pro-
vislon is made, together with the
amount of money allotted for construc-
tion each year, and the period covered
by the programme:

Progrnmme  Programmbs
Previouns to Approved In
1920- 2. 1820-21.
Yen. Yen.
Inzo-21 103, 134,100 “H,301,224
192122 123,296,507 14,914,440
in3z-23, " 121,080,555 7,765,070
198824, ...00000.. BN G20, GA6 i, 10, DR
1E4-28, ... 106,511,444
IDRE-2E. . .. co000ss  vancsans 112,064,794
INBB-BT. .. vcvnvvne | seaniens 113,602,857
IMRT-28. . covvnansn sntsrue VIBATT,
Total..... saassssnsssssassas sOLIMSASS

Hattleships........ L ]
Battle ernjsers., . . 4
b T A . 12
Topedo boul destroyers. ... .... . 12
Ginmbonts, .... ......... 5
Fleet nnxilinries. ... . .....c.000- = TR
Submarines, ............ A eerinin nuMmber

To this total must be added the
amounts set aside for naval construc-
tion In the supplementary budget
passed in March, 1921, viz.: Yen 37,086,
7056 for 1920-21, and yen 105,060,112
for 1921.22,

In his covering letter transmitting this
officinl statement to me a distinguished
Japanese naval officer mnkes some inter-
erting observationa on the naval policy of
his country.

“Statements have appeared in the press.”
he writes, “to the effect that Japan and the
United States are building their war ves.
stle against each other. This, however,
as you will note from the inclosed state
ment, s not the case. Our present naval
echeme wad origingted as early as the year
1906, {. o, just after the Russo-Japanese
war, in accordance with the tactical opin
jen of our naval experts. During that war
the United States of 'America gave us
every possible assistance, and there could
be no possible reason for Imagining that
the naval scheme was directed against the
United Staten.”

Our Own Plans Laid in 1916,
So Idea of Race Fades

It the Japanese authorities are perturbed
at this supposed misreading of the motives
that underlie their naval policy they
should remember that 4 large section of the
Japanese press habitudlly refers to the

cight-eight” programme as though it were
a reply to the American building scheme
passed in August, 1916, Many quotations

mate
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pelled in self-defence to maintain an ade
quate navy. Every addition the Ameri-
cans make to their fleet must be counter-
balanced so far as possible by adding to
ourr. In this way, therefore, the standard
of Tapanese taxation is more or less regu-
lated from Wa~hington.”

The Jupanese Government is indignant
at the suggesiion that Its fleet {s meant to
be used aggressively, It would be impos-
sible, they argue, for Japan to attack the
United States, even if she wished to do so.
The distance hetween the two countries is
so great that no Japanese force could at-
tack the American coast without a nearby
base from which to operate, and no such
Lage exists,
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No Thought of Aggression,
But “Defence” Is Elastic Term

Probably it is true that the function of
8 Japanese navy Is a defensive one, but
] pfence” is a very elastic term, and in
" p particular case it need not be taken

Hterally. Japan fs not merely con

th

to pd for her own coasts and her
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ng interests in Ching, and it iz to de-
ese interests as much ag the integ-
her own soil that she Is spending
g0 lavishly on battleships.

purpose behind the “elght-eight”
& to make herself strong enough
Interference with her policy In
the UUnited States or any other
Dr, as a commentator in Japan
t It

quarter,
recently |t navy is to be built for the
“This of enabling things to be done
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will prove to be as Im-
of the Medes and Per
b doubt whatever that
1 fight to the last diteh
modify it, nor is it by

any means certain that the people as a
whole are In faver of cutting down the
programme. The big politieal parties have
adopted naval “preparedness” as one of the
main planks in their respective platforms.

Only & few months ago Mr. Ozaki, a shin-
Ing light of the powerful Kensei-Kal—a
faction which formerly held a majority in
the Imperial Diet—was expelled from the
party nominally because of his too liberal
views on the suffrage questlon, but ac-
tually because he had ventured to urge a
reduction of naval expenditure. Since his
expulsion Mr, Ozaki has been touring the
country and making speeches in favor of
pruning down the “eighteight” acheme,
but he does not appear to have met with
Erent suocess,

Nor, after all, does public opinion count
for very much in Japan in matters of this
kind. Questions of high policy are invarl.
ably declded by the military chiefs, and If
their decislons run counter to the wishes
of the people the latter have no real means
of pretesting against them.

International Agreement Only
Could Stop the Programme

Short of an international agreement for
the curtailment of armaments the “eight-
eight” programme Is almost certain to be
carried out in full, despite the tremendous
cost, Tor the headas of state have declared
it to be indizspensable to Japan, and from
their decision there s no appeal.

Nevertheless, thoughtful Japanese are
growing alarmed at the dimensjions of
naval expenditure. It i pointed out by Dr,
Suehiro of the Kyoto Imperial University
that even to-day, when the “elghtelght”
fleet s far, from complete, the paval budget
already amounts to yen 490,000,000, equiva-
lent to 82 per cent. of State expenditure
for“the fiscal year 1921-22. When the fleet
Is completed the ordinary and extraordi-
nary expenddture will total yen 800,000,000,
which exceeds the total amount of revenue
frofh taxation n 1821,

“It is evident,” says Dr.ySuehiro, “that
such a navy is dispropertionate to the re-
sources of the country, and that it will ex-
haunst her strength and hinder her prog-
ress,"” . -

But these and many similar utterances
which could be quoted seem to make no
Impresgion on the Elder Statesmen, who
see in naval power one of the two instru
ments that are absolutely necessary for
the furtherance of their policies in China,

The other instrument (s an army stronger
than any foreign force that conld be des-
patched to the Far East within a reasona-
ble period of time. The Japanese Govern-
ment has fixed twenty.one divisions as the
minimum standard of strength for the
army, and up to now has turned a deaf enr
to all suggestions of a lower figure. The
world will wateh with Interest the outcome
of this attempt by n State whose financial
regonrces are relatively small support
o large army and a Inrge navy at one and
the game Germany, with infinitely
greater resources. found the pace growing
rother too hot before the war, and
there are not a few economists who pre
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diet that Japan is heading straight for in-
solvency,

In view of the many contradictory state-
ments which have appeared on the subject,
# brief analysis of the “elght-eight” scheme
will not be out of place, Of the gixteen cap-
ital ships covered by the programme only
one has been completed to date, This is the
battleshlp Nagato, of 33,800 tons, 23 knots
speed, mounting elght 16-Inch gums. Her
gister ship, the Mutsu, is practically fin-
Ished and will soon be In service. They
will be joined In 1922-23 by the Kaga and
Tosa, 38,000 to 40,000 tons, 23 knots, mount-
ing ten or twelve 16-inch gans, both ships
having been lald down last year.

Eight-Eight Programme
Not Very Far Advanced

Battleships No. 5 and No. 6 are the Owarl

and Kil, 45,000 tous, 23 knots, twelve
16-inch guns, which have been ordered
but not yet begun, and 1924 is the very

earliest date by which they c¢an be com-

pleted. The two final battleships of the
programme are “C" and "D not yet
named, and of whose characteristics

nothing is known. They cannot be in ser
vice before 1926, and may, in fact, be de-
layed another yvear,

The remaining eight ships are battle
cruisers, Two these, the Amagi and
Aksgl, were begun in December last and
may be completed by the end of 1823, They
are ships of 43,600 tons, 33 knots speed,
and eight 16-inch guns, thus resembling
in main detalls the American hattle cruis-
ers of the Constellation clags. After them
come the Atago and Takao, sald to be of
similar design. They were ordered last
year but will not be Iaid down till
February or March,

The four remalning battle cruisers have
rot yet been named, but they are credited
with 46,000 tons, 34 knots and a
‘battery of 15-nch guns. They will proba
bly come Into servige by 1926-27. This com
pletes the total of sixteen big ships author
iz@d by the “eight-eight” project,

It should be sald in passing that the de
slgna of vessels not yet begun may be mod
ifled. Admiral Kato, the Minister of Ma
rine, stated last year that Japanesae policy
would be influenced by what went on
abroad. This means that If bigger and foast
ships and heavier guns are adopted
elsewhere Japan will follow sult,
already designed, and by now may have
bullt, an experimental 18-inch gun firing
u 3.300 ponnd shell

Besldes the sixteen new ships described
above, the Japanese navy already couta
five dreadnought battleships and four bat
tle erulsers, completed between 1812 and
19018, and most of these will be servicenble
In 1627, when the "eight-elght” progrumme
1s completed. By that date, therefore, Japan
will dispose of twenty-five capital shipa, or
ten less than the American total. But her
inferfority will be somewhat less than the
figures indleate, because her earlier dread
noughts are of Inter, larger and more pow
erful design than the corresponding Amerl
can ships,
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New Information at Hand
On Japan's Light Cruisers

The position In regard to light crulsers

. not so clear. According to the “eight
elght” scheme, only twelve such vessels
were to be Iald down between 1921 and

15268, But the Secretary of the British Ad
miralty announced, on April 6, 1921, that
the number of light crulsers which Japan
had then to complete was twenty-six, in
cluding four large vessels of more than

7.000 tons. These, apparently, are addi-
tional to the nine modern light cruisers
already In service., Consequently, if the

British naval authorities are well informed,
Japan will eventually have a total of thirty-
five fast cruisers; whereas the American
navy will possess only ten,

Including boats already completed, the
execution of the “elght-eight” programme
will bring the total of destroyers to forty-
four first class boats (over 1,000 tons) and
seventy-eight second class boats (under 1,000
tons The utmost secrecy s maintained
as to the present and future strength of
the submaring flotilla, and, as will be no-
ticed, the total these boats authorized
in the “eight-elght” scheme s vaguely re
ferred to as “a certain number.”

ot

Reliable information shows that eighty
submarines have been built, laid down, or
authorized to date, while from twenty to

forty additional boats are to be commenced

between 1922 and 1827
This, then, s the famous “elght-eight”
programme which the Japanese Govern-

ment declares to be Its irreducible standard
of naval power. The financial provisions
weare based on prices ruling last year, and
the that extraor-
dinary incrense in warship displacements
will occur during the next six year: If,
on the co ry, the cost of labor and ma-
terfal In lopment
leads to n sudden jump In the size of capl-
tal ships, calculation will be upset,
and the bill for nagal armaments will reach
a figure nt which even the docile Japanese
taxpayer y revolt,

Whatever one may think of the wisdom
or the expediency of this ambitiens scheme,
it 18 Imposaible to withhold a tribute of ad-
mdration from the brand of
which Induces a people to deny itself all
but the bare necessities of MHfe In order to
keep the armed forces strong and eMelent

nlso on assumption no

some new dey

s, or

avery

patriotiam

S0 far as the political aspect |s concerned
the very fact that Japan's rulers are pre-
pared the national treasury and
risk a popular upheaval rather than car-
tall the forces which are to gnarantee them
gn Interference, shows

to drain

immunity from

very clearly what Importance they attach
to gnining n free hand in China
- ——— e ———— e
V fD 3
L » g .
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INOERS " no he anly porsor who
S g
the irnloglists, and the vdd that of the
w ni lands have pald altogether too little
tenting t wreet respiration nnd still less
y th W Meota of des t 1ing
In the Orient they loo ery differently
LMY il . 1 ress upon its cons
tant and regulne el The Eastern
philos=oples teach that the ment POWETS,
ool i happiness and even
noOTN lepsnilent ' Ereatl mMsnaAure upon
P o0 rh thing
It Inelud the play of whaole resplra-
m 1 PV part of the lungs
Vel f oll, svery respiratory muscle, s
te be brought Inte action In modifled
hrcathihg only part of the cells are filled
with oxygenated air, and the muscles e
only partly employved
To » hreat deeply reduires that nne
rhould stand erect ind  Inhale steadily
through the nostriin. Firet Il the lower part
f the ing, then the middle part by pushing
out the lower ribs and broastbone, and finally
the higher part by elevating the chest, Hold
the hreat) vt v fow ecomnde and oxhale
elowly through the meouth
Dievy heenthine promote A sort of mas-

wnd produces
soothing effect on Lhe Derves



